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Adaptive Anti-swing Control for Clasping Operations in Quadrotors
with Cable-suspended Payload
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Abstract— Crucial phases in aerial transportation and de-
livery of suspended payloads are the clasping and unclasping
of the payload to the cable. During these phases, along with
the uncertainties in the quadrotor and in the environment, the
inevitable payload swings induced by the human interaction
or by other external interaction will create additional state-
dependent uncertainties; such uncertainties pose a significant
challenge in terms of control. If they continue unabated,
these uncertainties can cause safety hazard for the quadrotor,
the payload and, most importantly, for the human operating
the clasping/unclasping tasks. As the state-of-the-art adaptive
controllers cannot tackle such uncertainties or considers them
as bounded terms, this paper presents an adaptive anti-swing
controller where all uncertainties are taken in a state-dependent
form. This choice is made to better capture uncertain clasping
and unclasping operations of the suspended payload. The
closed-loop stability is studied analytically and the real-time
experiments confirm significant performance improvements for
the proposed scheme over the state of the art.

I. INTRODUCTION

Several civilian and military applications involving pay-
load delivery with aerial quadrotor or quadrotor-like vehicles
have been proposed and studied in recent years [1]-[3]. Of
the two most typical modes of aerial payload transportation,
cable-suspended (cf. [4]-[7]) and fixed gripper-based (cf.
[8]-[11]), the former is usually preferred owing to its flexibil-
ity to carry payloads with different sizes without compromis-
ing the agility of the quadrotor. Crucial operational phases
in the cable-suspended mode are the clasping and unclasping
of the payload, typically involving interaction with a human
operator itself (cf. Fig. 1). To ensure safe operations for
humans, it is imperative that the quadrotor has the ability to
stabilise itself against disturbances induced due to the swing
in the cable.

Unfortunately, it is well known in the literature that it
is a challenging problem to control such a system amid
uncertainties (parametric, external wind, rotor downwash
etc.), as the swing angles introduce additional unactuated
degrees-of-freedom to an inherently underactuated quadro-
tor system. Several literature simplifies such complexity
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Fig. 1: Illustration of human interaction during clasping/unclasping
operations in a quadrotor with cable-suspended payload.

by considering only one planar swing angle (cf. [12]-[15]
and references therein); however, in the case of payload
transportation, it is more realistic to consider both planar
swing angles, (cf. Fig. 2). Although, adaptive controllers
have been proposed considering two swing angles ([6], [16]—
[18]), it is worth noticing that these works cannot tackle
state-dependent unknown dynamics that are peculiar to the
quadrotor case. Examples of state-dependent uncertainties in-
clude: imprecise parametric knowledge of (low velocity) drag
forces, rotor downwash, coupling forces generated by the
payload swing (cf. Remark 2 later). Left unattended, these
unmodelled forces can create drift/ unwanted motion to the
quadrotor (cf. the experimental results in Sect. IV), leading
to potential hazards for the quadrotor, the payload and, most
importantly, the human operating the clasping/unclasping
tasks. Precise modelling of these forces is very difficult as
they are sometimes dominated by the shape and size of the
payload itself (e.g., rotor downwash [17], [18]).

It is evident from the above discussion that, for a safer
human-quadrotor interaction, a controller must be designed
to stabilize the payload swing angles in the presence of
unknown state-dependent uncertainties. The proposed work
solves this largely unsolved control in the existing literature.
The highlights of this work are:

« adaptive anti-swing control with estimation of unknown
state-dependent dynamics and external disturbances
without their a priori knowledge;

o closed-loop stability analysis via the Lyapunov ap-
proach;

o real-time experimental results in comparison to the
state-of-the-art, showing significantly improved system
stabilization against external disturbances induced by
the payload swing.

This work extends previous quadrotor research by some of
the authors, since [19], [20] did not consider explicitly any



Fig. 2: Illustration of a quadrotor system with suspended payload.

TABLE I: Nomenclature

[XB YEB ZB] Quadrotor body-fixed coordinate frame
(XW YW zW] Earth-fixed coordinate frame
[z y 2] Quadrotor position in Earth-fixed coordinate frame
(¢ 0 Y] Quadrotor roll, pitch and yaw angles
Qg Payload projection angles in X" ZW plane
ay Payload projection angle in YW ZW plane
M,C c R8%8 Mass and Coriolis matrices
G cR8 Gravity vector
deR8 Unknown (state-dependent) dynamics vectors
Tp, Tq € R3 Generalized control inputs

unactuated cable-suspended payload dynamics; although [21]
is applicable to underactuated dynamics, it models payload
dynamics as a simple mass change of the quadrotor ignor-
ing payload induced dynamic terms (e.g. rotor downwash).
Further, the present work avoids any acceleration feedback
which is required in [19], [21].

The rest of the paper is organised as follows: Sect. II
describes the system dynamics and the control problem; Sect.
IIT presents the proposed control scheme and its closed-loop
stability analysis; Sect. IV illustrates the comparative exper-
imental results while Sect. V presents concluding remarks.

The following notations are used in this paper: Amin(-)
and ||(-)|| denote minimum eigenvalue and 2-norm of (),
respectively; I,, denotes identity matrix of dimension n X
n; diag{-} denotes diagonal matrix with elements {-}; (-)¢
denotes desired value of (+).

II. SYSTEM DYNAMICS AND PROBLEM FORMULATION

For the quadrotor system with suspended payload as in
Fig. 2, the associated symbols and system parameters are
defined in Table I. For system modelling, we take the
following standard assumption:

Assumption 1: ([16], [17], [22], [23])The cable connect-
ing the payload and the quadrotor is attached to the center
of mass of the quadrotor and it is massless, inelastic and
always taut.

Under the above assumption and employing the Euler-
Lagrangian formulation (cf. [24], [25]), the dynamic model
of the composite system can be obtained as

M(q)§+C(q,4)q + G(g) +d = [r, 7, 00]",

m, = RWU,

(1a)
(1b)
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where q(t) £ [z(t), y(t), 2(t), (), 0(t), 1 (1), aa (t), oy ()]
7,(t) = [ua(t), us(t), ua(t)] is the control inputs for roll,
pitch and yaw of the quadrotor; 7, = RWU is the
generalized control input for quadrotor position in Earth-
fixed frame, such that U(t) £ [0 0 ul(t)}T being
the force vector in body-fixed frame and RY being the
Z —Y — X Euler angle rotation matrix describing the
rotation from the body-fixed coordinate frame to the
Earth-fixed frame [8]

CyCo  CypSeS¢ — SyCh  CypSeCh + Sy S
RY = |syco 545054+ CpCy  SpSace — CypSs |, (2)
—Sp SpCo CoCy

where c(.), s(.) are abbreviations for cos (-),sin (-) respec-
tively. The term d(¢,t) represents combined effects of ex-
ternal disturbances (e.g., wind, gust) and unmodelled state-
dependent dynamics (e.g., low speed aerodynamic drag
forces, rotor downwash, ground reaction disturbance). Fol-
lowing the standard properties of Euler-Lagrange systems
(cf. [26, Ch. 6]) and of aerial vehicles (cf. [16], [17], [
Ch. 3]), we state the following standard system properties:
Property 1: 3¢,7,do, d; € R* such that ||C(q,4)|| < /|4l
1G(9)l| < g and [[d(q,)[| < do + dal|g]]-

Property 2: M(q) is symmetric and uniformly positive
definite. This implies that Jp1, o € R such that

0 < Ly < M(g) < pol,. 3)

Consider the decomposition of M as M = M+AM , where
M and AM represent the nominal and perturbation terms of
the mass matrix, respectively. The amount of uncertainty in
the system is framed as an assumption below, which acts as
a control challenge:

Assumption 2 (Uncertainty): Only the knowledge of M
and an upper bound for AM is available, while the terms
C, G, d and their upper bounds ¢, g, do and d; are unknown.

Remark 1 (Importance of state-dependent uncertainty):
Property 1 highlights that the terms C' and d create forces
which directly depends on velocity; furthermore, motion
in swing angles will excite motion in quadrotor via the
coupling terms in inertia matrix M (cf. the structure in [24],
[25]). Hence, uncertainty in these dynamic terms create state
(i.e., velocity, acceleration)-dependent uncertainty. Crucially,
it implies that these uncertainties, when unaddressed, will
create unwanted motion in the system (cf. the system
oscillations, drift etc. during the experiments later) leading
to potential hazard.

For controller design, as well as for convenience of
notation, let us rewrite system (la) as

M(q)i+ N(g,9)j+d= [T 0 0]"

i

4)
where
42 oy Qu)s Ga=12, Y, 2, &, 0, Y], qu = [0z, ]

A Maa Mau Maa € R6X67Mau € R6X2
M= M(;fu My |’ My, € R?*2

N 2 C¢+G =[N, N,, N, € RS N, € R?
d=[da, dy], ds € RS.d, e R?, 7 & [Tp, Tql-

)



Using these decomposed representations of M, N and d, the
system dynamics (4) can further be represented as

T .

Gu = _Mu_ulMauqa + B, (a)
C'ja = MS_IT + ha, (Sb)
where h, £ M,.}(N, +d,),
ha é Ms_l(Na + da - MauMu_ul(Nu + du))’
Ms é Maa - MauMJulMtZ;r

Control Objective: Under Assumptions 1-2 and Properties
1-2, to design an adaptive controller to maintain the quadro-
tor at a desired fixed location (¢, y?, 2?), while stabilizing
the attitude and payload swing angles (i.e., ¢¢ = 9% = )¢ =
al = ag =0).

The following section solves this control problem along
with detailed analysis.

III. PROPOSED CONTROLLER DESIGN AND ANALYSIS
Let us define tracking error e, £ ¢, — qff and an auxiliary

error variable r as

r& Toéy +Toeq + Tougu +Tugu, (6)

where Y,,I, € R6%6 are positive definite and Y, T, €
R6*2 are full rank user-defined matrices, respectively.
Using (5a) and (5b), the time derivative of (6) yields

7= TaGa + Taa + Tulu + T'udu
= (Yo — TuMy, Mg, ) (M7 + ha) + Tuhy,
+Taéq +Tugy
=br+9+ 5, 7
where b (Yo — Y M IMENM!
02 (Yo = YoM M Yhy 4 T uhy
Sy £ Taéa + Tudu-
The control law is designed as
T:lAfl(fArfST—AT), AT:pHTTH, (8)

where A € R6%6 is user-defined positive definite matrix; p
is the adaptive gain for tackling uncertainties and will be
discussed later. Finally, b is the nominal value of b which
satisfies the condition

|bb™" = I|| < E < 1. )

ARemark 2: The value of E can be calculated based on
M and the upper bound of AM (cf. Assumption 2): such
condition is quite standard in robotics literature [26].

Substituting (8) into (7) yields
i =—Ar—Ar 40— (b~ ' — I)AT, (10)

where 0 2 ¢ — (b~ — Ig)(Ar + S,.). From Properties I
and 2, one can verify

NI < TICldll + llGI < @ldlf® + g. (11)
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Let us define ¢ £ [eT ¢T]T = [eT ¢T ¢T ¢T]7. Then, using

the fact ¢ = ¢ (as ¢ = 0), Property 1, and the inequalities
N[l < [N NGl < [INT] lldull < Jldl], [|dall < [ld]],

leall < (1115 Haull < NENL Néall < 111 dull < 11E]] in (5),
the following bound can be obtained:

ol = Il = (b0~ = Ie)(Ar + S,.)|
< llell + EC(AIr]] + 11S-1]),
< g+ will€l + w3 €],

with £ £ag + || Tul[[[M! /(7 + d) + ax,
ki ZE(|[Tal| +|ITull) + as, w5 = ac+ ||Tull[[ M,/ ||,

a £[|(Ta = YuMgy Mau)|[([1M5H + [[Mau M),

ar 2|(Ta = TuMeyy Mau) ||| M1+ || Mau M),
as 2E[|A[[([|Tal| + [[Tall + [[Tull +ITull)
where the scalars ;7 € RT, i = 0,1,2 are unknown as per
Assumption 2.

Using (5a)-(5b), the payload swing dynamics can be
represented as

12)

qu = _MJulMg;(ja + hu
= =M My, (M7 + hg) + h. (13)
Substituting (8) into (13) yields
X1 = X2
X2 = —@WU — ¥1, (14)

£ Qu,<P1 £ (Mu_ulMguha + hu), v =

where X1 £ qu, X2
(—=Ar—S8,—A7),w = (M} ML M;1)b~'. One can design

a constant full-rank matrix H € R?*6 such that
K, £ HAT,, K, £ HAY, (15)
are positive definite matrices. Adding and subtracting Hv to
(14) yields
X1
X2
where 0y £ ¢S, + (H +w@)Ar — 1 — HA(Toéq + Taeq)
acts as uncertainty in the payload swing dynamics. Taking
0 I T
A& [T T1T 2 A

X =0 oalh A _KJ and B £ [0 I

one has from (16)

= X2
—Ki1x1 — Koxo + wAT + o,

(16)

A

bl

X = Ax + B(wAT + ¢5) (17)

where positive definiteness of K, Ko guarantees that A is
Hurwitz. From Properties 1-2, the following holds

leallllPBI < (k5™ + s1I€]] + 55711€11°)

where kf* € RT, i = 0,1,2 are unknown scalars whose
expressions follow from similar steps as (12); P > 0 is the
solution to the Lyapunov equation AT P + PA = —Q for
some positive definite matrix Q.

Observing the upper bounds structures of ||o|| and ||2]]
in (12) and (18) respectively, we design p in (8) as

(18)

(Ro + RallE]l + Aal[€]1* +),

P=0-F {1



with adaptive laws (i = 0,1, 2)

(el =+ IxIDTEN" = GaaBlxllIEl (20a)
¥ == {0 + (€1 = NEN*) +(lxll + 1€}

ki =

5ol + 1xID) + 0% (200)

initial conditions &;(0) > 0, v(0) > v, (20c)

and ni7§i35a707717723V€R+7 (20d)
satisfying the following inequalities

Y2 =7, B>1+(E1/(1- E)), (20e)

with E; being a constant satisfying ||[PBg|| < Ej, and
derived from the known upper bound of AM in Assumption
2 In (20), #; is the estimate of & = max{x},k*}, i =
0,1,2; ~ is an auxiliary gain which helps in closed-loop
system stabilization (cf. discussion before (32)). It can be
verified that the design 7o, 1,72 € RT with 5 > 1 makes

the term “yo + 1 (J[€]|> = [|€]*) + 2 (I[x][ + [|€]])" in (20b)
positive for all x, €.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

The proposed controller is tested on a quadrotor setup
(Q-450 frame with Turnigy SK3-2826 brushless motors,
weighing ~ 1.5 kg), with a payload (~ 0.2 kg) suspended
from its center. Raspberry Pi-4 is used as a processing unit
and joystick potentiometer is used to measure swing angles
of payload (cf. [25] for such arrangement). Optitrack motion
capture system (at 120 fps) and IMU were used to obtain
system pose and state-derivatives were obtained via fusing
these sensor data for the necessary feedback.

To verify the effectiveness of the proposed control law,
we compare it with the adaptive method [16]. The fol-
lowing control design parameters are selected for the
proposed controller during the experimentation: Y,
diag{1,1,3,2,2,2}, T, =diag{1,1,2,4,4,4},

v _ o0z 0 000 0"

“ 10 002000 0 ""
diag{1.5,1.5,1.5,0.02,0.02,0.04}, F =0.3,
ko(0) = kR1(0) = Re(0) = 0.01,4(0) = 0.1, A

2.57,, b

17

diag{1.0,1.0,1.2,0.5,0.5,0.2}, no = 2,m = 3,m2 =
COZLC1:25<2:1’B:3’ 70:27’71:1772:27
v = 0.001, ¢ = 0.1. For the adaptive controller [16], the

1.

various control parameters are selected as in [

A. Experimental Scenario

During payload delivery operation via cable-suspended
mode, human interacts closely with the quadrotor while
attaching or detaching the payload; during such interaction,
payload swing can happen and if not properly stabilized,
such swings can cause safety hazard. We have created an
experimental scenario in an attempt to emulate such phe-
nomenon (cf. Fig. 3): in this scenario, the quadrotor hovers
at a given position (z¢ = y¢ = 0, 2 = 1m) and, suddenly,
the payload is pushed by a stick at ¢ = 2s (approx.) to
create swing angles. As mentioned before in Remark 2, the
motion in swing angles create state-dependent uncertainty.
Therefore, such an experimental scenario tests the capability
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of a controller to negotiate state-dependent disturbances.
Additionally, a fan is used to introduce wind disturbance.

B. Results and Discussion

The performances of the controllers are compared via Figs.
4-6 and via Table II. The red marked zones in Figs. 6-6 high-
light the oscillations caused by the stick. It can be observed
that the proposed controller could successfully damp the
swing angle oscillations even with higher initial overshoots
compared to the other controllers. Whereas, in absence of any
measure to deal with state-dependent uncertainty, [16] fails
to damp the oscillations in swing angles leading to sustained
oscillations and drift in the quadrotor positions (cf. Fig. 4
after ¢ = 2s). This can cause hazard to human operator.

TABLE II: Root-Mean-Squared (RMS) error comparison

Controller Position error (m) Attitude error (deg)

T Y z 1) 6 P
Proposed 0.02 0.06 0.02 35 3.1 3.8
Adaptive [16] 0.08 0.08 0.12 14.8 13.05 6.6
Controller Swing angle error (deg)

Qg oy

Proposed 8.5 6.9
Adaptive [16] 15.1 159

V. CONCLUSION

Having in mind the human-quadrotor interaction during
clasping and unclasping of a cable-suspended payload, this
work has proposed and analyzed a suitable adaptive anti-
swing controller. The suitability of the solution comes from
the fact that, contrary to the state-of-the-art, the controller
was designed to handle unknown state-dependent uncertainty
in such dynamics. Experimental studies showed that the
proposed control framework was safer and could significantly
damp the unwanted payload swings compared to the state of
the art.

APPENDIX
PROOF OF THEOREM 1
From the adaptive law (20b) and initial condition (20c), it

can be verified that 3,y € R* such that

0<y<A(t) <7 V>0 @1

Stability is analyzed via the Lyapunov function:

1
V=-

5 (22)

)

2
1 1
1 I P —*x\2

= 1=

EES

where &7 = max{x}, k*}.

Using (8), (12) and (19), from (7) we have
T =T (=Ar — At + 0 — (bbb~ — I5) A7)

2
< —rTAr = (1= Epllrl| + Y w7 lIE][I7]
=0
2 . .
> Rillell el + &5l

=0

< —rTAr —

(23)
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Fig. 3: Snapshots from experimental scenario with the proposed controller: a) quadrotor takes off with the suspended payload; b) payload
is pushed at t = 2s with a stick c¢) payload is displaced d) quadrotor tries to stabilise itself.
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where we have used the fact that v > 0 from (21). Further,
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using (17) and (18) we have

1d o
P —
2th X=

< ——XTQx+pE1||x|| + llp2llI1P Bl

By (R |€]]" + )
1-F

1
—§XTQX + x"PB(wAT + ¢,)

SN + )l

(24)

< ——XTQX + Z

Using the adaptive laws (20a), (20b), and (21) we have

(R — R )ks = wa([[rl] + IIDNENE = BRZIXINEN
| RZ‘(IITII+||X||)||§|I1+6m e, @)
3 %(Hvlnfn) < —mll€ll* + /), @6)

where we have used the fact that v > 7 from (21). Using
(23)-(26), the time derivative of the Lyapunov function (22)
turns out to satisfy

V< = bm(llrl? + 11xI1?) = llél* + (v/7) + erllxl

+Zcm BRZ + BRr:)|IEl 1l @7

A

where 6, £ min{Anin(A), (1/2)Amin(Q)} and ¢ £ 1 +

2
V<ol +IxIP) + DR+ /D) + 20 (29
=0

2 |21

where 0, £ max{1, ||P||}. Defining Q £
is further simplified using (28) as

(Sm/(sM)’ (27)

V<=V =y l¢ll* + (w/2) + (@0)/1 + elIx]
2

+ Y (cki — BRT + BRiED)| €N x| + QR + &)%. (29)
1=0

Since 8 > 1 by design (20d), it is always possible to split
B as = p1 4+ P2 + B3 where B; > 0, ¢ = 1,2, 3. Then, the



following simplification can be made

9 9 c\? ¢
— PR} + cRi + BRik; = —[1R — B2 <f€z - %> T i3
_BENT (B8R
— B3 </€i 2/@,3) - 4ﬁ§
) (Bf‘i )
—bk; + ﬁ + — 18 30)
Using (30), the inequality (29) becomes
2
V<=V =Y (Bllx|[OY = a7 + £IElD), G
i=0
where f(|[¢]]) £ =7 l€][* + ssll€]1® + sall€I* + <alléll + <o
—02/ (482) + (BR3)*/ (463)
aC ( ) A (/B’fo) _
* _452 433 4By T 252 * 433 e
o £Q(Re” + R+ R + (v/7) + () /7.

Bolzano’s Theorem and Descartes’ rule of sign change imply
that the polynomial f has finite positive real roots; let . € R
be the maximum positive real root of f. Since the coefficient
of the highest degree of f is negative as v; € R, f([|¢]]) <
0 when |[£|| > ¢. This was possible owing to the negative
fourth degree term —~1||¢||* contributed by 4. Define ¢; =
max{(/51), (/B1)2,(Q/B1)}. Hence, from (31), V <

—QV when
min {|[x[[, [[€][} = max {e, 0}
= [Ix[l = max{e, 11}, (32)
implying that the closed-loop system is UUB and

7, Qu, Gu, R,y remain bounded; again, boundedness of
7, Qu, Gy, €nsures that e,, é, are bounded from (6).
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